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Mallard ducks like to live in shallow waters.  They are dabblers.  
Dabblers put their heads in the water and their tails in the air to find 
food underwater.  Mallards are social and like to live in groups.  
They also have good memory and eagerly come say hi when they 
feel safe and comfortable.

  Mal la rds  remind  us  to  show a ffec t ion  to  our  loved  ones .

The Mallard for this paper cut is a male.  Males lose their shiny 
green feathers in the summer to resemble the mottled brown lady.  
They cannot fly during this time.  Consequently, they stay close to 
the nest and help the Mamas protect the young ducks.
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by Clare Logan, age 2



One of the best ways to arouse curiosity about our feathered 
friends is to read books about birds.  An incredible number of 
books exist with inspiring artwork and enlightening stories.  
For parents of younger children, reading books together is also 
a great way to connect, snuggle, and share affection.    

ReaD BoOKS 

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""    9

by Emerson Cruz, age 2, with assistance

When choosing books for children, it is good to share 
developmentally appropriate stories.  Be careful not to try 
to push too much information on younger children.  It is not 
necessary for younger kids to know that bird populations 
are drastically declining or that bird habitat is rapidly being 
destroyed.  In this age of information and technology, it 
is easy to believe that all knowledge is good and the more 
knowledge we share with our children as early as possible the 
better.   Help younger kids feel good about the world we live 
in by sharing books and stories that inspire, excite, and give 
hope. Here is a list of some of our family favorites starting 
with simple stories and ending with tales that have more 
involved plot.






